BRUCE WOOLPERT:

‘Coach the laf,
et the Botfom
will spring up.’
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This century-
old quarry
has learned
something
about rl(*;ﬁing
with change

by NANcYy K. AUSTIN

N A HI_!I-'.'\[.I.T SUNDAY NIGHT IN MID-FEBREUARY, SOME
1,600 people hurtle in from the rain, seuling themselves
down for dinner in the echoey, hangarlike Esplanade
Ballroom in San Francisco’s Moscone Center. Round ta-
bles that seat 10 are elegantly laid with white linen, heavy
silverware, tapered candles, and delicate orchid center-

lli:':'t'h. And the crowd’s standard workaday wardrobe—
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